17 1 While the Romans were in a weakened condition because of the
misfortune we have described, the Volscians went to war against them.
Accordingly the Roman military tribunes enrolled soldiers, took the field
with their army, and pitched camp on the Campus Martius, as it is called,
two hundred stades distant from Rome. » Since the Volscians lay over
against them with a larger force and were assaulting the camp, the citizens
in Rome, fearing for the safety of those in the encampment, appointed
Marcus Furius dictator. . . . 3 These armed all the men of military age and
marched out during the night. At day-break they caught the Volscians as
they were assaulting the camp, and appearing on their rear easily put them
to flight. When the troops in the camp then sallied forth, the Volscians were
caught in the middle and cut down almost to a man. Thus a people that
passed for powerful in former days was by this disaster reduced to the
weakest among the neighbouring tribes.

4 After the battle the dictator, on hearing that Bola was being besieged by
the Aeculani, who are now called the Aequicoli, led forth his troops and
slew most of the besieging army. From here he marched to the territory of
Sutrium, a Roman colony, which the Tyrrhenians had forcibly occupied.
Falling unexpectedly upon the Tyrrhenians, he slew many of them and
recovered the city for the people of Sutrium.

s The Gauls on their way from Rome laid siege to the city of Veascium
which was an ally of the Romans. The dictator attacked them, slew the
larger number of them, and got possession of all their baggage, included in
which was the gold which they had received for Rome and practically all
the booty which they had gathered in the seizure of the city. ¢ Despite the
accomplishment of such great deeds, envy on the part of the tribunes
prevented his celebrating a triumph. There are some, however, who state
that he celebrated a triumph for his victory over the Tuscans in a chariot

drawn by four white horses, for which the people two years later fined him



a large sum of money. But we shall recur to this in the appropriate period of
time. 7 Those Celts who had passed into Iapygia turned back through the
territory of the Romans; but soon thereafter the Cerii made a crafty attack
on them by night and cut all of them to pieces in the Trausian Plain.

s The historian Callisthenes began his history with the peace of this year
between the Greeks and Artaxerxes, the King of the Persians. His account
embraced a period of thirty years in ten Books and he closed the last Book
of his history with the seizure of the Temple of Delphi by Philomelus the
Phocian. ¢ But for our part, since we have arrived at the peace between the
Greeks and Artaxerxes, and at the threat to Rome offered by the Gauls, we
shall make this the end of this Book, as we proposed at the beginning.



